
128 Jan. 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

This is an agreement for the economy of 
the 21st century. Inventors, performers, au-
thors, and creative enterprises in the United 
States and Singapore will benefit from en-
hanced copyright, patent, trademark, trade 
secret, and other intellectual property rights 
protection. The Agreement also contains 
state-of-the-art protections for digital prod-
ucts and electronic commerce. 

My Administration is committed to moving 
forward on multiple fronts to advance envi-
ronmental protection and worker rights in a 
credible and responsible manner. This 
Agreement meets the labor and environ-
mental objectives provided by the Congress 
in the Trade Act. 

In sum, free trade is a fundamental source 
of America’s economic vitality. This Agree-
ment will benefit the U.S. economy through 
both higher-paying jobs created by exports 
and lower prices paid by consumers. It will 
strengthen U.S. ties with a valued economic 
partner and promote America’s political and 
security interests in an important region. 

As called for by the Trade Act, I am send-
ing this notification at least 90 days in ad-
vance of signing the U.S.-Singapore FTA. My 
Administration looks forward to working with 
the Congress to develop appropriate legisla-
tion to approve and implement this Free 
Trade Agreement. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 29, 2003. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 30.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iraq 
January 29, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I am providing a 6-month periodic 
report prepared by my Administration on the 
national emergency with respect to Iraq that 

was declared in Executive Order 12722 of 
August 2, 1990. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 29, 2003. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 30.

Message to the Congress on the 
United States Air Force Operating 
Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada 

January 29, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on 
September 13, 2002, I issued Presidential 
Determination 2002–30 (copy enclosed) and 
thereby exercised the authority to grant cer-
tain exemptions under section 6001(a) of the 
Act. 

Presidential Determination 2002–30 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada, 
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local 
hazardous or solid waste laws that might re-
quire the disclosure of classified information 
concerning that operating location to unau-
thorized persons. Information concerning ac-
tivities at the operating location near Groom 
Lake has been properly determined to be 
classified, and its disclosure would be harm-
ful to national security. Continued protection 
of this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States. 

The determination was not intended to 
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential 
exemption, RCRA or any other provision of 
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons. 
The determination also was not intended to 
limit the applicability or enforcement of any 
requirement of law applicable to the Air 
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake 
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except those provisions, if any, that might re-
quire the disclosure of classified information. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 29, 2003. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 30.

Remarks on the Anniversary of the 
USA Freedom Corps 
January 30, 2003

Thank you all for coming. The most com-
passionate thing Darrell Green has done is 
to retire—[laughter]—particularly if you’re a 
Dallas Cowboys fan. [Laughter] The most 
compassionate thing Darrell Green has done 
is decided to lend his heart to help America 
be a more welcoming society for every cit-
izen. I appreciate his leadership. I appreciate 
his friendship, and I appreciate the other 
members of the President’s Council on Serv-
ice and Civic Participation. 

Darrell will lead this distinguished group 
of citizens. We have plucked two really fine 
Americans to be Vice Chairmen. That’s, of 
course, Senators Glenn and Dole, distin-
guished Americans who have served their 
country in many ways. Along with those, 
there’s a lot of other well-known Americans 
who have heard a call to be responsible citi-
zens for the future of this country by using 
their positions of influence and stature to 
rally the true strength of the country, which 
is the compassion of our fellow citizens. And 
I want to thank them for their participation 
in this commission. 

It’s a commission not only to convince our 
fellow citizens to love one another just like 
we like to be loved; it’s a commission also 
to devise practical ways to encourage others 
to serve. And one practical way is for the 
development of an award that Americans 
from all walks of life all around our country 
will be able to post boldly on their wall, that 
says, ‘‘I served this great country by loving 
somebody.’’ And I want to thank you all for 
joining us. It is an important program. 

I want to thank members of my adminis-
tration who are here who will be involved 
in the implementation of some of the initia-

tives that I’ve outlined to the United States 
Congress. The Secretary of Education is 
here, Rod Paige, behind me. John Ashcroft 
is here, the Attorney General. Rich Carmona, 
who is the U.S. Surgeon General, is with us 
today. Stephen Goldsmith, who is the Chair 
of the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service, is with us. Les Lenkowsky is 
with us, who is the CEO of that Corporation. 
Gaddi Vasquez, who is the head of the Peace 
Corps, is with us. 

And most importantly, Alma Powell, Sec-
retary of Colin Powell, is with us. Where are 
you? There she is. She’s kind of like my 
mother in many ways. She’s always telling me 
what to do—[laughter]—and I’m always lis-
tening. 

I want to thank Congressman Tom 
Osborne for coming today. Congressman, 
I’m honored that you’re here. I appreciate 
your compassion and your care for our fellow 
citizens. They tell me Tim Roemer is here, 
who just retired from the United States Con-
gress. I appreciate Tim’s participation. 

I know the Mayor is here. Mayor Anthony 
Williams, who is a—I like to tease the Mayor, 
remind him that—to keep fixing those pot-
holes in front of the White House—[laugh-
ter]—keep that garbage collected. [Laugh-
ter] But he’s doing a fine job, and I’m proud 
to call him friend, just like many of the citi-
zens here are proud to call him Mayor. I want 
to thank members of the city council who 
are here as well. Mayors and city council 
members must play an active role at rallying 
the compassion of this country. 

I want to thank the Boys & Girls Clubs 
across the country but particularly here in 
Washington, DC—Pat Shannon and Tim 
Sheahan—for opening up this facility. The 
Boys & Girls Club have got a grand history 
of helping children understand the future is 
bright for them as well as any other child 
in America. Boys & Girls Clubs have been 
safe havens. They’re little beacons of light 
for children who might not see light. And 
I want to thank them for their service to the 
country. Part of the vision for America is that 
we have a mosaic of all kinds of people pro-
viding love and comfort for people who need 
help. And Boys & Girls Club is a part of that 
majestic mosaic of America. 


